
 
 

RMMBA 2020 Mosquito Rules  

The following rules are for all RMMBA Mosquito Exhibition, Regular Season, and Tournament 
games in 2020. The rules are designed to ensure player safety, and encourage player development in a 
fun environment.  
 

Note: Except for the rules outlined below, The Official Rules of Baseball (Canadian Edition), published by 
Baseball Canada, and the rules of the BC Minor Baseball Association apply to all Mosquito Division 
baseball. The rules below may be amended from time to time by RMMBA. Any questions about these 
rules can be referred to Ryan Carpenter or Lesley McPherson, Mosquito Commissioners – 
mosquito@rmmba.ca  
 

General Game Rules  

1. All games start at the times listed on the schedule.  

2. The “Visitor” team takes the dugout on the 1st base side; the “Home” team takes the dugout on 

the 3rd base side.  

3. The head coaches from each team shall meet with the umpire at home plate before the start of 

each game to discuss and clarify any field-specific issues.  

4. A minimum of 8 players is required on each team to play a game. If one team has fewer than 9 

players available, the coach may pickup RMMBA Tadpole players, as long as a pick-up's 

participation does not interfere with games/practices of his/her regular team. NOTE: Tadpole 

players must be registered with RMMBA, and may NOT play more than five games at the Mosquito 

level, without exception.  

a. Pick-up players must bat at the end of the lineup and may play any position in the 

field, however they may NOT pitch.  

b. In extreme circumstances and upon agreement of both Managers, a team 

may play with only 7 players, OR the opposing team may “loan” players to 

the shorthanded team (such that both teams have no less than 8 players). 

If the Managers do not agree, or if a team is not in a position itself to loan 

players to the other team, then the game will not be played and the 

shorthanded team will officially forfeit the game.  

c. Teams will be given 15 minutes from the scheduled start time of a game 

to field at least eight (8) players.  
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5. An official game consists of 5 completed innings in April and 6 completed innings May and 
forward, with time permitting.  

6. In April, no new inning can start after 90mins. May and forward, no new inning can start after 
120mins. If a game is within 20 minutes of the time limit after a complete inning, the umpires 
will declare the next inning to be the open inning. 

a.  In the event of disagreement, the umpire has the final say. 
b. Home team is responsible for the time and needs to inform the umpire when the 

game is within 20 minutes of the time limit. 
c. If the open inning is completed within the time limit, then a second open inning will 

be played. 

7. The “Visitor” team bats in the first half of each inning; the “Home” team bats in the second half.  

8. In case of rain during the game, the two coaches shall meet with the umpire to agree whether to 

cancel the game. 

9. All innings are with players pitching. Balls, strikes and outs apply as per normal baseball rules.  

10. For all regular season games, scores will be kept informally using the scorebook for the purpose of 

allocating similar-calibre teams to play each other in the tournaments. 

11. Maximum runs scored per team per inning are as follows:  

a. First 2 innings: 2 run maximum and can’t steal home 

b. Open inning(s): 10 run maximum (the last inning is not fully open) 

c. All other innings: 4 run maximum  

12. Mercy rule: If after 5 complete innings, one team has a lead of 10 or more runs, the game is over. 

Similarly, if the home team has a lead of 10 or more runs after 4½ innings, the game is over. 

13. When the score is tied at the end of a regulation game, the game is declared a tie. NO EXTRA 

INNINGS ARE TO BE PLAYED. The only exception to this will be in tournaments that involve single 

knockout games where a winner must be determined. In this case, extra innings have a 10-run 

maximum per team, and are played until there is a winner.  
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14. In tournament games where the score matters, if a game is called during an incomplete inning, 

the score reverts back to the end of the last completed inning. EXCEPTIONS: In these cases the 

score is final at the point the game is called:  

a. If the home team takes or re-takes the lead in the bottom half of an incomplete 

inning, or 

b. If the home team was trailing at the end of the last completed inning and ties the 

game in the bottom half of an incomplete inning, or  

c.  If the home team has scored more runs in its portion of the incomplete inning than 

the visitors  

15. The “Home” team is responsible for:  

a. Setting up the field, including placing the bases 60 feet apart, and lining the 

field.  

b. Providing the game score to the league commissioner after each game. 

c. Decisions on whether to cancel/postpone a game due to inclement weather. 

Such a decision should be made a minimum of 90 minutes prior to the start 

of the game. Unless otherwise notified, teams are expected to show up on 

time for all scheduled games. IMPORTANT – If a game is cancelled 

beforehand due to bad weather, the Home Team Coach MUST phone the 

Umpire Allocator by 90 minutes before the game is scheduled to begin. 

Umpires are paid if they show up, and the Home Team coach will be 

responsible for this payment.  

d. Re-scheduling any missed or cancelled games (if both coaches agree to 

re-schedule). 

15. The “Visitor” team is responsible for:  

a. Post-game field clean-up and raking. EXCEPTION: If the “Visitor” team is not a Ridge 
Meadows team, then the “Home” team will assume these responsibilities.  

16. All coaches and assistant coaches are strongly encouraged to wear team uniforms on the field 

during games. Let’s set a proper example for the players.  

17. All umpire calls are final – NO PROTESTS! There will be ZERO communication with the umpires 
during the course of the game with respect to the calls made. This goes for coaches and 
parents. 
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18. There is ABSOLUTE ZERO tolerance for coaches, players or parents for bad behaviour, rude 

comments or rude gestures. Umpires have the right to remove offending parties from the field or 

park.  

 

Player Equipment  

19. All players must wear an athletic support / cup.  

20. All batters, on deck batters, base runners, and bat boys must wear double ear flap helmets which 

gives protection to the temple, ears, base of skull and top of head. Chin straps must be done up.  

21. All catchers must wear a full helmet (or face mask with throat protector and skull cap) while 

catching at all times, including in all practice and warm-up situations such as in the bullpen or 

between innings. 

a. Coaches must wear at least a mask in all practice and warm up situations. 

b. Catchers must wear a proper catcher’s mitt. The only exception is a left-handed player, 

and only if no mitt is available. 

22. Wearing shorts is not allowed. Players wearing shorts will not be allowed to play.  

23. Metal cleats are not permitted.  

24. Bats shall not be more than 32” in length, 2 5/8 inch max diameter at its thickest part, unlimited 

length/weight drop - bats with greater than 2 ¼ in. barrel diameter must be marked “USABB” or 

stamped with “BPF 1.15” (Bat Performance Factor). Bats weighing 16-20oz are recommended for 

better bat speed, depending on the size of the player. 

25. Wooden bats are not permitted. Softball bats are not permitted.  

26. Any jewellery should be removed for safety reasons. 

 

Batting  

27. A continuous batting order is to be used by all teams, as follows: 

a.  All players in attendance are to be listed on the batting line-up in the order that they 
will bat, and that order will remain constant for the entire game. 

b. Coaches must supply a batting line-up (with player names and uniform numbers) to 
the scorekeeper, umpire and to the opposing coach prior to the start of the game. 
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c. Should a player arrive late to a game, his/her name is added to the bottom of the 
batting order. 

d. If a player must leave the park for any reason, is injured, or is ejected by an umpire, 
he is simply skipped in the batting order. He is not an automatic out. 

e. If a batter is injured during an at bat, the batter may be replaced by the last player 
out (who assumes the count). An injured player that recovers may return to the game 
at any time. 

28. For all “regular season” games, all Coaches must rotate their batting order from one game to the 

next so that all players get equal opportunity during the season to bat throughout the batting 

order. (This rule does not apply for tournament games.) 

30. On deck batters must be in the batting circle with the batter’s back to them. On their way to the 

circle, they must cross behind the batter, catcher and umpire.  

31. If a batter is hit by a pitch, the batter advances to first base, as per normal baseball rules. 

32. Throwing the bat is not permitted. A batter will get one warning; a second thrown bat in the same 

game constitutes an out.  

33. Bunting is permitted.  

34. Once a batter squares to bunt, the batter may not return to a normal stance and then swing fully 

at the ball. This is for safety reasons for any fielders who may be charging to field the bunt.  

35. A batter may not attempt to reach first base on a dropped 3rd strike by the catcher. The dropped 

third strike rule does not apply at this level. The batter is out. 

 

Base Running  

36. Leadoffs -- Runners may not lead off until the ball has crossed the plate. Each team will receive 

one warning; further infractions will result in an out. Any runner leading off a base after a pitch, 

that has not attempted a steal, must return to the base once the ball has been returned to, and is 

in control of the pitcher. NOTE: For the purposes of this rule, “in control of the pitcher” shall 

mean that the ball is in either the glove or bare hand of the pitcher AND that the pitcher is on the 

infield portion of the field (i.e., inside the baselines). The pitcher does not have to be on the 

mound or the rubber to be “in control.”  

37. Base stealing is permitted, subject to the following:  
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a. Base runners cannot steal on the first pitch to any new batter, up until and 

including the Mid-Season Tournament. If a player accidentally steals on the 

first pitch, the player automatically returns safely to the original base. After 

the Mid-Season Tournament base runners can steal on the first pitch. 

b. Base runners cannot leave the base until the pitch has crossed the plate.  

c. Base runners cannot steal second immediately after being walked or hit by a 

pitch, i.e., before the first pitch to the next batter. 

d. Delayed steals are NOT permitted, i.e., when the catcher is throwing the ball back 

to the pitcher. 

e. For the first half of the season, upto and including the Mid-Season Tournament, 

there will be NO stealing Home. After the Mid-Season Tournament stealing 

Home will only be permitted in the third and subsequent innings. 

38. Overthrows -- For all overthrows to any base, base runners can take a maximum of ONE extra 

base from that which they had already acquired. If an overthrow goes out of the field of play or 

into a dugout, or if after the overthrow, the fielders return the ball to the pitcher (including via 

another player and including from the outfield), the play is over, and only the one extra base can 

be taken.  

39. When the catcher has the ball in his control, a runner at 3rd base may not “tease” the catcher into 

throwing the ball to 3rd base. Once the runner’s forward progress to home has stopped and any 

motion back to 3rd base is made, the player must return to 3rd base. 

40. Slide or avoid -- If a play is being made, or is about to be made, it is MANDATORY for the base 

runner to slide, or make an effort to avoid a collision at all bases and home plate. All violators will 

be called out. 

a. Headfirst slides are not permitted. Offending players will be automatically called out. 

Note: Diving head first BACK to a base already legally acquired is allowed. 

41. Base runners may tag up and advance a base (or more) on a “sacrifice fly”.  

42. Catcher courtesy rule: With 2 outs, the last player out may pinch run for the catcher, so that the 

catcher may get his/her gear on.  

43. An injured base runner must be replaced by the last player out. An injured player that recovers 

may return to the game at any time.  

 

Fielding  
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44. A fielding team consists of 6 infielders and 3 outfielders, playing standard baseball positions. 

Additional players are on the bench.  

45. Fair play rules for fielding are as follows. These rules apply in all games, including tournament 

games. Failure to comply with these rules may result in forfeiture of the game:  

a. No player may sit on the bench for more than one consecutive inning.  

b. No player may sit on the bench a second time until all players have been on the 

bench 

c. All players must play at least one inning each game at an outfield position.  

d. No player may play more than 2 consecutive innings in the outfield. 

46. Through the regular season, all players are to get equal opportunity to play all fielding positions. 

Players who are still learning to throw accurately may pitch less often than others, although every 

player should get at least one opportunity in the season to pitch (if there is no safety risk in doing 

so).  

47. Safety positions: for reasons of safety, players not having ability to play 1st base, catcher or 

pitcher do not have to play those positions. It is strongly recommended, however, that all players 

have the opportunity to try these positions. 

48. Defensive substitutions shall be unlimited, but shall be made at the start of a ½ inning only. 

Exceptions are illness or injury, or if relieving a pitcher, or for disciplinary reasons (which must be 

communicated to the umpire and the opposing coach). 

49. An injured fielder may be replaced by any player on the bench. An injured player that recovers 

may return to the game at any time. 

50. The infield fly rule is not in effect.  

 

Pitching  

51. Players are to pitch from a distance of 46 feet from the pitching rubber to the back of home plate. 

52. Two of the first three innings of each game MUST be pitched by first-year players ONLY, defined 

as those born Jan 1, 2010 or later.  

53. All players are only allowed to pitch a max of 50 pitches a week, Sunday to Saturday, until the 

mid-season tournament. This is to guarantee development for all in pitching. 

54. Pitchers are permitted 6 warm-up pitches at the start of a ½ inning or after a change of pitcher. 

 
Ridge Meadows Minor Baseball Association  -  P.O. Box 66,  Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 7E9 

 



 
 

55. The following pitching rules apply, in accordance with BC Minor Baseball rules: Definition of a 
nights rest: Pitcher requires three nights rest after throwing a 1pm game on Sunday. Pitcher rests 
Sunday night, Monday night and Tuesday night and can pitch when he/she wakes up on 
Wednesday morning. Rest requirements are as follows:  

1 - 25 pitches = no rest  
26-40 pitches = 2 nights rest  
41-55 pitches = 3 nights rest  
56-65 pitches = 4 nights rest  
66-75 pitches = 5 nights rest  
75 pitches MAXIMUM in a day  

a. A pitcher is permitted to exceed the maximum limit (for a day) to 

complete pitching to a batter HOWEVER the above Rest requirements 

include any additional pitches. 

b. Pitchers are not permitted to pitch on four (4) consecutive days. 

c. A player can only pitch on a third (3rd ) consecutive day if ALL the 

following conditions are met 

i. Games are during Spring Tournaments, Summer, Single Seasons or 

Provincials 

ii. His/her total pitch count on the 2 previous days does not exceed 

the Spring "no rest" limit for his/her division as defined under rule 

24.01 of the BC Minor Baseball Rules. Example: A 11U pitcher may 

only pitch on a third (3rd) day, if his/her combined total for days 1 

and 2 does not exceed 25 pitches. 

d. Pitchers shall be permitted to have 2 appearances in the same calendar 

day. If a pitcher requires a rest following the first appearance, they cannot 

return in the same calendar day. In other words, they must meet the 25 or 

fewer pitches in the first game in order to be eligible to return in the 

second.  

e. Innings pitched in a shortened game, or in any exhibition games will count 

toward a pitcher’s weekly total and are subject to the rules herein. 

f. In tournament situations, as per BC Minor rules:  

i. If a pitcher is about to exceed his/her maximum pitch count for the day the 

opposing manager and/or official scorekeeper and/or tournament director must 

inform the pitcher’s manager before the violation occurs. If a violation is 

discovered after it occurs the pitcher is simply removed from the mound and no 

further penalty will be invoked. 
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ii. If a pitcher pitches without proper rest (as defined above) the game will be 

forfeited to the opposing team. 

iii. In tournament situations, if a game is rescheduled, all player pitch counts 

remain as if the game were played on the day originally scheduled. 

57. Pitch logs must be kept for all games. For all Tournament games, pitch logs must be kept and both 

coaches must submit pitch counts for both teams to the league commissioner after each game. 

The league commissioner must then circulate the pitch counts to all other coaches of teams 

participating in the tournament.  

58. Coaches are reminded that we are working at developing our pitching talent. Please spread the 

workload.  

59. A pitcher must be relieved after hitting 2 batters in 1 inning or 3 batters in 1 game.  

60. A coach may make 2 trips to the mound per inning per pitcher. On the third trip, the pitcher must 

be removed.  

61. In non-tournament games, coaches are encouraged to minimize pitching changes during an 

inning, in order to keep the game moving.  

62. When a pitcher is removed in the middle of an inning, it is recommended they be kept on the field 

to play another position. This is to keep up their confidence.  

63. Once a pitcher has been removed, they cannot pitch again that game.  

64. No Balks are called in the Mosquito division.  

65. Intentional walks are not permitted as they do not foster player development at this level 

66. Pitchers must not wear a light-colored long-sleeved shirt while pitching. White baseball gloves are 

permitted. Pitchers must not wear batting gloves, wristbands or bracelets on either hand. 

 

Other Clarifying Rules  

Occasionally, some less-common scenarios occur during Mosquito game play. The following are 

additional clarifying rules, based on the official rules of baseball.  

 

Batting  
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67. If a pitched ball hits the ground before home plate, and the batter then hits it into fair territory, it 

is a ball in play (i.e., the bounce is ignored). If the ball hits the batter after the bounce, the batter 

is awarded first base.  

68. If a batter accidentally hits the ball twice with the bat, it is called a foul ball.  

69. If a pitched ball hits a batter when the batter is swinging at the ball, it is called a strike, not a 

hit-by-pitch.  

70. If a batter hits the ball, and the ball then hits the batter, then the call is foul if the batter is still in 

the batter’s box, or out (and a dead ball) if the batter has left the batter’s box. 

71. If attempting to bunt with two strikes, and the ball goes foul, the batter is out on strikes.  

72. Fair and foul balls: A batted ball is foul if it lands in foul territory, or rolls/bounces into foul 

territory before passing first or third base. Note that fair territory includes home plate, first base, 

third base and the foul lines. A ball that starts foul and rolls back into fair territory before first or 

third base becomes a fair ball.  

 

Base Running  

73. When a base runner overruns first base, the runner must return immediately to first base. The 

runner can only be tagged out if he makes an intentional move towards second. The runner 

cannot be tagged out if accidentally overrunning inside the baseline.  

74. If a base runner misses a base and continues running, the defensive team may tag the runner, or 

the missed base, or appeal after the play is over. The base runner may return to the missed base, 

but must touch each applicable base in reverse order.  

75. If a base runner misses home plate, the runner can attempt to touch home before being tagged 

out. If the runner walks back to the dugout without touching home, the fielding team only needs 

to tag home plate, even if it isn’t a force play.  

76. If a base runner passes another base runner the runner who passed is called out. The lead runner 

may continue.  

77. If two base runners are occupying a base at the same time, the following runner shall be out when 

tagged. The lead runner is entitled to the base.  

78. If a batted ball touches a base runner, the runner is out only if the ball hits the runner before a 

fielder has a chance to make a play. In this case, the play is dead and the batter is awarded first 

base. If the runner is hit by the ball after a fielder attempts to make a play, it is ignored.  
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Other Rules  

79. Scoring on the third out: When the third out of an inning is made, a runner reaching home plate 

does not score if the batter is put out at first base or another base runner is out on a force play. In 

other cases, the run only counts if the runner touched home plate before the third out was made.  
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